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two sizes, are extremely pretty insects, with amber heads
and thoraces of pearl; Imitated in these materials, they
would make beautiful breastpins and hatpins.

These workers have a peculiar habit: although they
avoid, as a rule, the light, and prefer moving and working
in darkness, one frequently meets them during the rainy
season in the forests, trekking along in single file. Some-
times two lines are marching parallel to one another, in
opposite directions, at a distance of one or two inches,
whenever two ants meet abreast, they stop, bow head and
thorax deep to the ground, and then continue, each on his way.

But, however courteous the termites may be in their
intercourse with their own kith and kin, the fact remains
that, in their relations to mankind, they are incomparable
destroyers of property ; they are even an element distinctly
inimical to culture, as well-to-do planters in the Tropics
who could afford to adorn the walls of their country-seats
with pictures of value are deterred from doing so by the
certainty that termites respect an original painting no more
than a chromo, and that a single night is sufficient for the
destruction of both.

When invading a house, termites always move under-
ground and come up in the night like a jack-in-the-box.
Sometimes, they emerge underneath a mat, which is soon
hopelessly spoiled; sometimes underneath a box; and,
unless one looks under the boxes every day, the contents,
say, books, may be hopelessly destroyed below, while the
top still looks intact. It is true that they give a warning
signal, but it is of so weak a kind that, unless one lives in a
tent or in a very small room, or unless they happen to make
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